
  

  

Sun 6 10:00 am Service of the Word 
Guest speaker on bequests following the service 

Mon 7 Pastor Barbara’s Sabbath 

Tues 8 8:30 am Morning prayer 
6-9 pm Parish Hall rental 
7:00 - 8:30 pm Conference room rental 

Wed 9 8:30 am Morning prayer 
7-10 pm Classroom rental 

Thurs 10 8:30 am Morning prayer 
6 pm Bible Study 
7-9 pm Choir rehearsal 

Fri 11  

Sat 12  

Sun 13 10:00 am Service of Holy Communion 
Thanksgiving 

THIS WEEK AT ASCENSION 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK 
Marilyn Molzan October 10 
Johnny Korivi October 12   

Follow us on twitter! As part of morning prayer, we are 
tweeting the entire Bible: 1 chapter a day, 4 days a week, 

140 characters or less. Watch for our tweets in upcoming weeks! 
@bgroote #AscensionYEG #BibleTweets  
 
#BibleTweets - Week 39 
 

Nahum 2: Nah uses vivid imagery to announce God's judgment against 
Assyrian king and Nineveh.  
 
Nahum 3: Nah's angry taunt against destroyed Nineveh. THE END.  
 
Habakkuk 1: Habi is angry about God's slowness in rescuing suffering    
Israel.  
 

Need more context for the day’s #BibleTweets? The corresponding 
chapter of the Bible holds the answers - check it out! 



  

  

 

 

 

 

 

ASCENSION’S 2ND ANNUAL OCTOBERFEST 
Mark your calendars for Friday, October 18th and don’t miss our 2nd  
Annual Octoberfest dinner and entertainment. Mocktails will be at  
5:30 pm (juice and non-alcoholic beer) and dinner at 6 pm 
 
Tickets are available today and October 13th, after service. 
Adults $20.00  
Children 6-12 - $6.00 
Children under 6 years - Free 
 
Bring along your family and friends as all are welcome! Please contact 
Marilyn at 780-469-5271 if you need more information. 

GIVING IN ABUNDANCE 
In anticipation of celebrating Thanksgiving and the fall harvest, the   
Social Justice Committee invites you to sign up to bring donations of 
food and money to be used for the December 3rd meal at Trinity      
Lutheran, hosted by Ascension. You are asked to bring rotini pasta, 
cans of crushed tomatoes or diced tomatoes, and coffee grounds.      
Envelopes are also placed near the sign-up sheets in the Place of      
Welcome for monetary donations to purchase additional foods. A meal 
of pasta and meat sauce as well as salad and dessert will be prepared by 
Ascension volunteers.   
 
Because we have been made aware of additional food safety regulations, 
we will have to change the way food is prepared for this meal, so some 
of the food will have to be purchased rather than the homemade soups 
and baked goods we have provided in the past. If you prefer to donate 
money to help with the cost of hamburger and additional foods, use your 
regular offering envelope or pick up one on the narthex table. Cheques 
may be written to Ascension, designating “Trinity meal” on the        
envelope.  Sign-up sheets for volunteer helpers for the December meal 
will be posted in November. Thank you for sharing abundantly! 

CANADA LUTHERAN RENEWALS ARE DUE 
If you would like to continue, or begin, receiving this publication, please 
let the office know by November 1st. It is $19.49 (GST included) for 
one year’s subscription; please make out cheques to Ascension  
Lutheran Church. Thank you. 



  

  

WILLI LINGLE ENDOWMENT FUND 
In 1997, Joyce Hendrickson requested of Ascension Church Council that an 
endowment fund in memory of her husband, Willi Lingle, be created from 
the funds that were donated to the Ascension Memorial Fund in his 
memory. This was done, and the fund continued to grow.  

 

In 2007, the fund was moved to the Edmonton Community Foundation (ECF) 
through the efforts of Stephen Wildfang.  

 

An endowment fund means the original donation was permanently  invested 
for long-term growth—it continues to grow through investment to provide 
ongoing support, forever. The ECF disperses a small yearly percentage 
(currently above 4%) from the income of the fund to Ascension which can 
go toward the cost of anything related to Christian education, including 
courses, travel, workshops, seminars, conferences, retreats, camp and  
library material. 

 

If you would like assistance to cover the cost of an education-related     
activity, please contact the office for an application form. The deadline is 
October 31st. Please submit your completed application to Pastor         
Barbara, or any council member. 

 SEPTEMBER COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

• Long & McQuade held their annual music workshop event here at 
 Ascension on Sept 6th and 7th. There were about 75 people in      
 attendance, and the event went well. 
 Thank you to everyone who supplied soups and baking for this event, 
 and special thanks to those members who helped to organize and 
 serve! 
 

• Anna Kochendorfer has agreed to serve as our main musician and   
accompanist, she will also assist with Worship and Music planning. 
We are so pleased to welcome Anna into this role! 

 

• Year to date finances reflect an operational deficit but we are in a 
better position than anticipated at this time. We are mindful that we 
have had a lot of members away over the summer and we are   
grateful for members continuing with their financial gifts in         
supporting our ministry at Ascension. Council continues to be mindful 
of expenses and continues to review additional revenue               
opportunities. 

 

• We will have a guest speaker after church on Sunday, October 6th 
to speak about bequests. Please plan on staying after church to join 
us in this presentation. 



  

  

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 
In preparation for our celebration on All Saints Sunday we would like you 
to display pictures and tokens of your family saints. You are invited to 
bring a photo, a photo copy, or a framed picture as well as an item that 
reminds you of your loved one(s) to be put up on a table by the prayer 
wall. 
If you like please also prepare a brief explanation of what the token 
means to your family.  Please have the picture, item, and blurb at the 
church before  November 1. 
  
Also, please feel free to write the name of a loved one who died and 
whom you wish to remember in the Book of Saints in the Place of  
Welcome which will be available on October 13th.  All names will be read 
on November 3 during the service. 
 

ASCENSIONIANS AROUND THE WORLD 
On October 20, after the service Erika Rodning will share slides and  
stories of her trip to Peru this year.  

UPDATE FROM THE OFFICE 
 

• The updated Zone lists are in your mailboxes. 
 

• The new Church telephone directory will be in your mailboxes 
later this month. 

 

• Congregation members please remember to pick up your mail 
from your mailboxes. If you would prefer to have the church  
correspondence sent out by email to you each month, please   
notify the church office. 



  

  

BISHOP’S MESSAGE - OCTOBER 2019 

Dear Beloved of God –  

 

I give thanks to God for…  
 
In January 2016 I stood with ELCIC and ELCA bishop colleagues at the  
border between Nogales, Arizona, and Nogales, Mexico. We were silenced 
by the high, seemingly impenetrable metal wall that separated not only 
countries, but cities, neighbourhoods, friends and families. 

 

And so I was fascinated this summer when news reported what seemed 
like an ordinary scene: children and adults playing on bright, hot-pink 
seesaws, laughing and chatting with each other. But this scene filmed at 
the end of July was a playground unlike any other, for these custombuilt 
seesaws had been placed through the slatted steel border fence that   
separates the United States and Mexico. 

 

The idea for this "Teeter-Totter Wall" came from Ronald Rael, an        
architecture professor at the University of California, Berkeley, and    
Virginia San Fratello, a professor of design at San Jose State University – 
and it was a long time coming. In 2009, the two designed a concept for a 
binational seesaw at the border, and ten years later, their conceptual 
drawings became reality. The “Teeter-Totter Wall” featured three pink 
seesaws installed between the slats on the border fence, allowing people 
on both sides of the border to see and to play with each other. 

 

The seesaws were fabricated by a group of artists and the project was 
realized with help from Colectivo Chopeke, which focuses on bringing  
communities together through design. Rael and his crew transported the 
colourful seesaws to Sunland Park, New Mexico, which is separated by a 
steel fence from Ciudad Juárez, Mexico. Sunland Park is also where many 
migrants have been detained this year.  

 

In an Instagram post (July 29, 2019) Rael wrote that the event was “filled 
with joy, excitement, and togetherness at the borderwall. The wall be-
came a literal fulcrum for U.S.-Mexico relations and children and adults 
were connected in meaningful ways on both sides, with the recognition 
that the actions that take place on one side have a direct consequence on 
the other side.”  

 

Rael and San Fratello, speaking to Forbes Media, said: "The seesaw 
demonstrates how those immediate relationships between people can 
create an environment where happiness and play are also important     
aspects of life on the border and that our relationships with our neighbors 
can extend past political relationships but also humanistic relationships."  



  

  

 

Word of the installation spread quickly across social media, but as   
quickly as the seesaws went up, they came down equally fast.  

 

"There is no playground along the U.S.-Mexico border wall in New      
Mexico,” a customs and border patrol official is quoted by Forbes Media 
as saying. “On the evening of July 28, U.S. Border Patrol agents         
encountered a small group who identified themselves as local university 
faculty/staff at the border wall. They had placed boards through the 
wall and appeared to be playing with residents of Mexico while         
recording the engagement. The group removed the boards and left the 
area without incident after it was established that there was no advance 
coordination."  

 

I remain fascinated by this report, this experience, this play. The wall, 
which I had seen only as an impenetrable metal barrier, had become a 
fulcrum to create meaningful connections on both sides as the hot-pink 
seesaws went up and down.  

 

Though the wall still separates the two countries and their people, the 
alternate life given it by professors and artists is profound. This was an 
image of community and relationships, and a striking contrast to the 
heart-wrenching scenes that now fill the news.  

 

Joy, excitement, togetherness. 

 

I give thanks to God for artists, architects, poets, musicians, play-
wrights, actors, dancers and theologians who open our eyes to hope and 
possibility, and to a vision to see beyond the barriers that separate us, 
creating meaningful connections.  

 

In Christ Jesus –  
Shalom,  
+Bishop Larry Kochendorfer  



  

  



  

  


